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The Bucks County
Children’s Museum is a
new project that is gaining
momemtum.

The fledgling organiza-
tion held a reception at the
The Inn at Blueberry Hill
in Doylestown last week
and invited elected offi-
cials and business leaders
to learn about its plans.

The event was spon-

sored by CitiBank, which
has a new office next to
Blueberry Hill. The inn,
recently refurbished by
Carrollton Development,
was open for tours.

The group is searching
for a site and plans to open
in 2011.

Read more about the
Bucks County Children’s
Museum on page 15.

Children’s Museum introduced to business community
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As a lifelong tile setter, Peter
Manieri has made a career of
assembling beautiful objects
from pieces of glass, stone and
ceramic.

So following Sept. 11, 2001 –
the day when the World Trade
Center Towers rained down into
jagged fragments on Manhattan –
the Point Pleasant resident vowed
to inject beauty back into the
world by doing what he does
best.

“I decided I was going to do
something special and re-erect
some walls here after watching
these beautiful buildings tumble
to the earth in New York City,” he
said.

After seven and a half years of
putting up fine stone masonry
work  around his property, a sym-
bol of this inspiration is now
perched upon Manieri's chimney.

Many commuters who travel
on River Road know the site – a
peacock mosaic sticking out
among the trees and rocky slope
– and have probably wondered
about its history. 

For Manieri, who wanted to
make a positive contribution to
his community, he believed the
bright mosaic could do more
good if it were hanging outside
for all of    River Road’s travelers
to see and enjoy. 

“It’s a gift to Bucks County,”

he said.
The Point Pleasant peacock is a

replica of a etched glass mosaic
that Manieri constructed for a
restaurant in Monterey, Calif.

The one on Manieri's chimney
features 6,000 pieces of tile and
incorporates iridium-treated

glass, which gives the Peacock
added sparkle. Manieri put a
twist on his mosaic by making a
few of the peacock's feathers yel-
low.

At first, Manieri, who spent
years assembling the peacock
with his wife, Gabriela Loeza

Manieri, was unsure where to
place the mosaic. But when
mason and friend Peter Skove
completed renovations to
Maneiri's chimney, the tile setter
knew just the place to put it.

“We do work in a lot of nice
homes,” Manieri said of himself
and Skove, who also happened to
help Manieri construct the fine
stonework that surrounds his

property. “But it’s invisible, it’s
behind closed doors. This is a
public piece.”

With scaffolding already con-
veniently in place, the two men
muscled the 300-pound creation
up to the chimney, which Manieri
admits is an unconventional place
for a piece of art. But the mark of
a fine craftsmen, he said, is some-
one whose willing to push bound-
aries and try new creative outlets. 

"A real craftsman is someone
who is constantly learning,"
Manieri said. "It comes out of a
child-like nature, and that’s how
things like the pyramids get built,
that's how canals get dug."

Known for its exotic blue-
green plumes, the peacock is
more than just a pretty bird. In
various religions, it represents
immortality, incorruptibilty, pro-
tection, holiness, glory, compas-
sion and self-awakening.

Whatever its spiritual meaning
is, Manieri hopes his peacock
mosaic reminds others that good
can occur in the wake of tragedy.
Given the tough times Americans
are facing, Manieri said that
reminder is needed more than
ever. 

“Everybody has been under a
lot of stress ever since 9-11 in my
opinion. We’re still feeling the
fallout from a huge thing that
happened,” he said, “but out of
dust can emerge some really cool
things.”  

What’s that in the sky?

In a bleak time, symbol of beauty roosts in Point Pleasant

Peter Manieri’s peacock mosa-
ic.

A view of Peter Manieri’s chimney from River Road.

Les Burrage, Caroline Jenkins, Rosemary
Burrage.

Larry Bozzomo, Dana Guerra, Cynthia Bozzomo.

From the Central Bucks School District, Andrea Fein, Carla
Walls, George Mehler, David Weitzel.

Leslie Whitney from Carrollton Development, CitiBank Manager Henry
Remch, Kelly Krumenacker, president of the Children’s Museum board.

Henry Remch with George Donovan, architect
and member of the Central Bucks Chamber of
Commerce board.

Ron Levene and Drew Abata, owners of Vine and
Fig Tree, provided refreshments for the recep-
tion.

Dr. Connie Killian, Katie Kessell, Eric Hopkins, Greg
Kessell and Joao Neves.

Paul Krumenacker, Dr. Bruce Eisenhart, Barbara Eisenhart, Doylestown
Township supervisor.

Right, Mary-Jo May of the Community
Conservatory and Peter Stampfl, architect.

Robin Gastineau, Kim Hagerich, Kerry Eron.


